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SUBJECT: GOI REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY MILITARY TECHNICIANS

SUMMARY: BUILDUP IN IRANIAN ARMED FORCES, ASSISTED BY
TEMPORARY US TECHNICIANS AND MASSIVE INJECTION OF US
EQUIPM E NT, IS MATTER OF HIGHEST POLITICAL IMPORTANCE TO
SHAH. AS WE ARE REGULARLY REMINDED, HE IS ANXIOUS TO
RECEIVE SOME SIGNAL THAT USG AGENCIES ARE TAKING

ACTION ON PRESIDENTIAL ASSURANCES CONCERNING REQUESTED
US TECHNICIANS. WE ARE HAVING DIFFICULTY RESPONDING
TO GOI QUERIES RE STATUS OF PROGRAM . END SUMMARY.

ACTION REQUESTED: TWO THINGS: FIRST, WHAT MAY WE TELL SHAH
IN RESPONSE HIS REPEATED INQUIRIES REGARDING STATUS OF PROGRAM
AND TARGET DATES FOR FIRST ARRIVALS? SECOND, WE REQUEST
PRICE PER MAN FIGURE FOR FINANCING OF ANY TAFT TYPE TEAMS
THAT MAY ARRIVE IN JANUARY-MARCH PERIOD SO THAT GOI CAN
PREPARE REQUISITE LEGISLATION FOR MAJLIS. THESE
FIGURES REQUIRED BY GOI IN NEXT TEN DAYS. END ACTION REQUESTED.

1. ON THREE OCCASIONS DURING  PAST WEEK SHAH HAS RELAYED
THROUGH HIGHEST MILITARY CHANNELS TO CHIEF, ARMISH/MAAG,
HIS CONCERN FOR STATUS OF IRAN'S REQUEST FOR MILITARY
TECHNICIANS TO ASSIST IN BUILDUP OF ARMED FORCES. WE FEEL
CERTAIN THAT AT THIS TIME NO OTHER US-IRANIAN  PROGRAM
HAS HIGHER PRIORITY IN A SHAH'S THINKING THAN OUR AGREEMENT TO
SELL IRAN SERVICES OF MILITARY TECHNICIANS IN SUPPORT OF



VAST AMOUNT OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT IRAN IS BUYINGFROM US.

2. SHAH'S ORIGINAL REQUEST WAS APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE BY
PRESIDENT IN THEIR MEETING LAST MAY AND SPECIFICALLY AFFIRMED
IN KISSINGER MEMORANDUM OF JUNE I5. DURING SUMMER MONTHS,
IRANIAN MILITARY AND MAAG SERVICE SECTIONS CAREFULLY REVIEWED

GOI REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE AND WERE ABLE TO REDUCE NUMBER
OF PERSONNEL REQUESTED BY TWO-THIRDS, SHAH WAS UNDERSTANDING
OF THAT PROCESS AND SEVERAL MONTHS LATER ALSO ACCEPTED,
ALBEI T WITH SOME DOUBT, NEED FOR VISIT OF MG MOENCH TEAM FOR
STUDY OF HOUSEKEEPING PROBLEMS, HIS DOUBTS CENTERED
ON NECESSITY FOR TEAM'S VISIT. ACCORDING TO HIS LINE OF
THOUG H T, WHY NOT COMPUTE COSTS, BILL GOI AND SIMPLY
BRING IN NEW PERSONNEL ON TERMS SIMILAR TO THOSE AFFORDED
MAAG STAFF? THROUGH EFFORTS OF AMBASSADOR AND MAAG CHIEFS
WE THOUGHT WE MADE PERSUASIVE CASE FOR REQUIREMENT FOR MOENCH
TEAM ANALYSIS OF LARGE-SCALE AND COMPLEX PROGRAM. IT
WAS HELPFUL IN THAT PERIOD TO HAVE FRESH RESTATEMENT
OF PRESIDENT'S COMMITMENT WHICH WE PRESENTED IN WRITING
TO SHAH IN CONTEXT OF OPERATION ENHANCE PLUS.

3. NOW, SIX MONTHS AFTER PRESIDENT'S DECISION AND THREE
WEEKS SINCE MOENCH TEAM'S DEPARTURE, SHAH AND

STAFF, WITHOUT FURTHER INFORMATION, ARE SHOWING
SERIOUS CONCERN. WE HAVE REPEATEDLY ATTEMPTED EXPLAIN THESE
DELAYS AS ESSENTIAL PROCESSING FOR LARGE OPERATION, BUT WE

ARE RUNNING OUT OF PERSUASIVEREASONS.

4.  THERE ARE PRACTICAL ASPECTS TO IRANIAN CONCERN.
FIRST, GOI WILL PAY ALL COSTS OF PROGRAM WHICH WILL
BE NO SMALL UNDERTAKING. TOTAL SUM WILL HA V E TO BE
FINANCED WITH AUTHORITY OF MAJLIS. SPECIAL LEGISLATION
COVERING PROGRAM EXPENDITURES IN JANUARY-MARCH PERIOD MUST
BE PREPARED WITHIN TEN DAYS FOR PRESENTATION TO CURRENTSESSION.

THUS, GOI SHOULD HAVE ASAP REASONABLE ESTIMATES OF COSTS
OF BLOQ#TECHNICIANS WHO, ACCORDING OUR PREDICTIONS, ARE
EXPECTED ARRIVE IN FIRST QUARTER 1973. SECOND, GOI
MOVING AHEAD ON ITS BUILDUP IN SUCH AREAS AS INCREASED
TRAINING SCHOOL CAPACITIES, TRAINING SCHEDULES, ETC.,
WHICH MUST PARALLEL OUR BUILDUP. PROGRAMS TO THIS

END ARE UNDERWAY ON ASSUMPTION TECHNICIANS WILL START
ARRIVING SOON. THESE ARE HIGHLY WELCOME STEPS BY IRAN



AND SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED, BUT WE RISK UPSETTING IRANIAN
TIMETABLE WHICH IT IN OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS TO PROMOTE.
NEED FOR PROMPT US INPUT INTO THEIR TIMETABLE IS EVIDENT.

5. ACTION REQUESTED. (A) IN ORDER COPE WITH
INCREASING RESTLESSNESS OF SHAH AND HIS PLANNERS REGARDING
STATUS OF BUILDUP AND TARGET DATES WHEN FIRST TAFT-LIKE
TEAMS ARE EXPECTED IN COUNTRY, PLEASE ADVISE WHAT WE MAY
TELL SHAH. WE HAVE RUN OUT OF ANSWERS AND ARE BEGINNING
LOSE CREDIBILITY. (B) WE REQUEST DOLLAR FIGURE PER
TECHNICIAN COVERING JANUARY-MARCH PERIOD WHICH WE MAY PASS
TO GOI . IF THIS NOT AVAILABLE IN PRECISE DETAIL IN ORDER
OF MAGNITUDE FIGURES WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE.

GDS.
HECK

NOTE BY OC/T: TEHRAN 7770. #AS -RECEIVED, PARA 4. LINE 8,
2ND WORD. CORRECTION TO FOLLOW.
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